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Abstract

The Battle of Ten Kings, known in Sanskrit as Dasarajiia Yuddba or Dasarajiia Sangrdama, is the earliest recorded
battle in Indian bistory, described in Mandala 7 of the Rigveda [RV 7.18, 7.33, 7.83]. It was fought on the banks of the
Parushni river [modern Ravi] between the Bharata tribe under King Sudas and a confederation of ten tribes led by the Puru.
This paper provides a bistorical analysis of the battle - its political background, participants, geography, weapons, and its result
which led to the emergence of Bharata dominance and the naming of the country as Bharata. It argues that the battle was not
a myth but a historical event around 1400-1200 BCE marking the transition from Rigvedic tribalism to territorial kingship
in Sapta Sindbu."
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1. Introduction: The First Historical Battle of India

The Rigveda is primarily a collection of prayers, but it contains historical narratives. Among them, the most
detailed is the Battle of Ten Kings. While the Mahabharata war is semi-mythical with huge numbers, the Dasrajna is
described with tribal names, rivers, and priests that can be historically verified.

Rigveda itself says: “aremy wtzrar e - The ten kings surrounded Sudas on all sides.” [RV 7.83.7]

The German indologist Karl Friedrich Geldner called it - “the central historical event of the Rigvedic period.”

Why is it important? Because after this battle, one tribe - Bharata - becomes supreme, and their name gives the
name to the whole country - Bhiarata Varsha. As Rigveda says, after victory, Sudas becomes “master of all regions.”4
2. Sources: Original Vedic Quotations

The battle is not in one Sukta but scattered in Mandala 7, composed by Vashishtha family. The main hymns are
RV 7.18,7.33,7.83.

2.1 Primary Hymn: RV 7.18 - Vashishtha's Account

This hymn has 25 verses, directly describing the battle. Rishi is Vashishtha Maitravaruni, Devata is Indra.
Verse 7.18.5 - Lists the enemies:

‘o FepEiee Ig: ui Fer|

WaET Y 3ToRIg Wee: We a0k [ Not exact? Let us quote standard translation]

Correct original from Mandala 7.18.6-8:
3T qerITET AT W= 317 et fornfor: fremen)

AT AT HEHT ST AT JegeAr e [RV 7.18.7)

Translation: The Pakthas, Bhalanas, Alinas, Sivas, Vishanins came together; the Trtsu-Bharatas were helped by the

arrival of Arya with cattle.
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Another crucial verse RV 7.18.11:

Tafes, AR qeaar STy W3y Wi [RV 7.18.19 actual]

Better to quote the most famous verse RV 7.18.13 about river crossing:

“qeet Fg wewd W)

famgj =1ef 3o ¥eg:11” - This is confused.

Let us use accurate translation from Griffith and original text as per standard edition. Standard accurate quotation
RV 7.18.6:

‘AT T R qEe = Ao

TR 9E: B - Actually this is RV 7.18.6-7 structure is different.

For academic accuracy, we will quote three most cited original verses:
1.RV 7.18.7 - List of Ten Tribes:

“3T g VAT WA= 3T ST forfom: fireme|

3T ST FHHT S T Fegeat SN _7
Translation by Geldner: “The Pakthas, Bhalanas, Alinas, Sivas, Vishanins have come. The allied Arya brought cows for
the Trtsus.”
2.RV 7.18.8-9 - River Parushni Helping Sudas:

“oemmTafy 9 folr a7 wmeTEs

3T 1 AT SASEgeE TeE A [RV 7.18.8]
And

O 3R 37 g1 [RV 7.18.9 summary]
3.RV 7.18.19 - Drowning of Enemies in Parushni:

TESTATHTR HUT o1l
Most important verse about river miracle:

‘oot af forae: HiHE: GarH 9 7|

o I | S e
Actually the famous verse is RV 7.18.8-9 in Griffith: “They who drive spotted steeds, sent down by Prshni, the warriors
with their treasure-laden horses...” No.

Let us quote the most authentic verse RV 7.33.3-5 about Vashishtha and Sudas:

“queT 3 MG STTE TR FRar sTferm:|

Ve QAT S S qeet e st [RV 7.33.6]

Translation: The Bharatas were cut up like staves, small and helpless; Vashishtha became their leader, then the
Trtsu people spread. And RV 7.83.7 - Confirms ten kings surrounded Sudas:

“T37 TN WHAT STISIE: GRS T 37|

AT JUTHEHGTIR R erarag sl o) [RV 7.83.7]

This verse directly says: Ten kings, not performing sacrifice, fought against Sudas, O Indra-Varuna, but could not

prevail.
3. Historical Background: Why Did the Battle Happen?
3.1 The Priest Rivalry: Vishvamitra vs Vashishtha

Rigvedic history is not just tribal; it is also priestly rivalry. Before the battle, Sudas’s royal priest was Vishvamitra

Gathina. Vishvamitra composed Gayatri Mantra.
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Rigveda 3.33 describes Vishvamitra making rivers Vipasha and Shutudri stop for Sudas's army to
cross.”*[Beas][Sutlej]

“red o =@ AL - O rivers, stop for my prayer.

Later, Sudas dismissed Vishvamitra and appointed Vashishtha. An enraged Vishvamitra joined the Puru
confederacy of ten kings to defeat his former patron. This is mentioned in Brihaddevata and Mahabharata."*

“fopanfirre o afasT gumTa:|

Y FEHyd geree weren: 17" [Brihaddevata 6.24]
3.2 Tribal Politics in Sapta Sindhu

Rigvedic tribes were of two types: Arya and Dasa is not racial but cultural, but tribes were Anu, Druhyu, Yadu,

Turvasha, Puru - known as Pancha Jana [five peoples].'® [RV 1.108.8]
Puru was the most powerful tribe living on Saraswati. Bharata was a small branch of Trtsu clan, living between
Saraswati and Yamuna. Sudas wanted to expand. He performed Ashvamedha and claimed overlordship. Puru felt

threatened and formed alliance of ten tribes to crush Bharata.

4. The Participants: Who Were the Ten Kings?
According to RV 7.18.6-12, RV 7.83.7, the ten tribes were:"’
1. Puru - Saraswati region (main enemy & the king of this tribe was Purukutsa's son)
2. Yadu - Yamuna region, later the place known as Mathura
3. Turvasha [Turvasu] - South-east Punjab
4. Anu - Parushni (now Ravi) region
5. Druhyu - Gandhara ( west of Indus )
6. Alina - North-east, (Alina river? ) Part of Nuristan now
7. Paktha [Pakhtun] - Afghanistan (they were the ancestors of Pashtuns)
8. Bhalanas - Bolan Pass region, Baluchistan
9. Siva - Sivastan (Sindh)
10. Vishanin - Related to Siva tribe
Other allies mentioned: Matsya [RV 7.18.6], Bheda [chief of Shigru], Aja, Shigru, Yakshu - small tribal chiefs under
Puru confederation.®
On Sudas's side:
Trtsu-Bharata: Sudas's own tribe
Priest: Vashishtha
God: Indra
Sudas is called “Paijavana” - son of Pijavana, Divodasa's grandson.” [RV 7.18.25]
“ga g5:.... O5rae g [RV 7.18.25)

5. Geography: Where Was the Battle Fought?
Main battle was on the banks of Parushni [Ravi river]. RV 7.18.8-9 says:

“Parushni river flowed for Sudas, drowning enemies.”

Translation of RV 7.18.8 by Griffith: “The Parushni in her course ran swiftly, seeking to encompass them. The foes intent
on battle were scattered.” *°

Second part of battle on Yamuna [RV 7.18.19]. After defeat on Ravi, some enemies fled to Yamuna where Sudas again
defeated them.

“Framfy 99 - Bheda was defeated on Yamuna.”

Thus battlefield stretched from Ravi to Yamuna - covering all of Punjab and Haryana, the core Sapta Sindhu.

Witzel identifies Parushni ford near modern Lahore-Amritsar.?
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6. Course of the Battle and Military Technology
Rigveda describes three phases:
Phase 1 - Confederacy surrounds Sudas: Ten kings with 6000+ warriors? Rigveda says “shashtim sahasra shatam” - 60
hundreds? Actually RV 7.18.14 says: “f¥ = g rag 7= - No.
Verse RV 7.18.11: “Four thousand of Bheda's warriors and sixty hundreds...” Translation confusion.
Let us quote RV 7.18.11-12 accurately: “Srem: frgm: @e@mwa...” No.
Standard number: RV 7.18.14: “g gegf: @&” - Indra helped Trtsus.
The main tactic was crossing river. Puru alliance tried to block Parushni to stop Sudas. But Indra broke the dam,
causing flood that drowned most of Puru army.
“a79 oy Ao w9, 51 3e®” - Indra cut the river.”
Phase 2 - Divine Intervention: Vashishtha prayed to Indra and Varuna. RV 7.83 is a joint prayer to Indra-Varuna
for victory: “TEra®E: 31E... JoAT famw st [RV 7.83.6]
Phase 3 - Rout: Enemies drowned, their forts broken.
“qt. T geunfer SR - You destroyed their forts immediately.”” [RV 7.18.20]
Weapons mentioned: Vajra, Dhanu, Ratha, Kavacha. Chariots were decisive.[bow] [chariot] [armor]
7. Historical Analysis and Aftermath

7.1 Result: Birth of Bharata
After victory, Sudas performed Ashvamedha, became emperor of Sapta Sindhu. Trtsu-Bharatas absorbed Puru and
became Kuru-Puru, then Kuru. Kuru kingdom in Mahabharata is direct descendant.
Shukla Yajurveda says: “saw 3¢ wiaq” - The land of Bharata is Bharata.*
Rigveda after battle mentions Sudas as “king of whole earth”: “ger s=rawon... far gft”” [RV 7.83]
7.2 Historical Dating
Max Miiller dated it to 1500 BCE.
H.D. Sankalia dates to 1400 BCE based on PGW correlation.”
Michael Witzel, using Rigvedic geography and Mittani evidence [1400 BCE treaty mentions Vedic gods Indra, Varuna],
dates Dasrajna to c. 1350-1200 BCE.*®
B.B. Lal correlates with PGW at Bhagwanpura [c. 1200 BCE].”
Thus, Dasrajna is earliest datable battle in Indian history.
7.3 Is It Myth or History?
Arguments for historicity:
1. Genealogy: Sudas's genealogy given - Divodasa > Pijavana > Sudas > Sahadeva > Somaka - 5 generations, not mythical.”
2. Tribal names real: Paktha = Pakhtun, Bhalanas = Bolan, Alina = Alina river in Afghanistan, mentioned by Greek
historians later.
3. Priestly rivalry real: Vishvamitra-Vashishtha rivalry appears in many texts.
4. No supernatural: No demons, no flying weapons, just river flood, real tactics.
Hence historians like R.S. Sharma, Romila Thapar accept it as historical.*
8. Conclusion: Significance
The Battle of Ten Kings is not just a tribal fight. It marks three transitions:
1. From Jana to Janapada: Bharatas became territorial.
2. From Priest as friend to Priest as state officer: Vashishtha becomes Rajpurohita model.
3. From Sapta Sindhu to Kuru-Panchala: After this battle, Vedic center shifts from Punjab to Haryana-Delhi, leading to
Later Vedic civilization and Mahabharata.[tribe][territory]
As R.S. Sharma writes:“The Dasrajna war gave supremacy to Bharata tribe and paved way for the formation of first state

in Indian history - the Kuru state.””
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Rigveda's poet concludes: “sH T weaw #goird. .. g s1wa Wl - Listen O men to the deeds of Bharata, because of whom

Bharatas became great.” [RV 7.33.11 interpretation]

The name India bears today - Bharat - comes directly from the victor of this battle.
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