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Abstract 
The Battle of Ten Kings, known in Sanskrit as Daśarājña Yuddha or Daśarājña Sangrāma, is the earliest recorded 

battle in Indian history, described in Mandala 7 of the Rigveda [RV 7.18, 7.33, 7.83]. It was fought on the banks of the 
Parushni river [modern Ravi] between the Bharata tribe under King Sudas and a confederation of ten tribes led by the Puru. 
This paper provides a historical analysis of the battle - its political background, participants, geography, weapons, and its result 
which led to the emergence of Bharata dominance and the naming of the country as Bhārata. It argues that the battle was not 
a myth but a historical event around 1400-1200 BCE marking the transition from Rigvedic tribalism to territorial kingship 
in Sapta Sindhu.¹ 
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1. Introduction: The First Historical Battle of India 
The Rigveda is primarily a collection of prayers, but it contains historical narratives. Among them, the most 

detailed is the Battle of Ten Kings. While the Mahabharata war is semi-mythical with huge numbers, the Dasrajna is 
described with tribal names, rivers, and priests that can be historically verified. 

Rigveda itself says: “दाशराज्ञे परीयत्ता सुदासम्” - The ten kings surrounded Sudas on all sides.² [RV 7.83.7] 
The German indologist Karl Friedrich Geldner called it - “the central historical event of the Rigvedic period.”³ 
Why is it important? Because after this battle, one tribe - Bharata - becomes supreme, and their name gives the 

name to the whole country - Bhārata Varsha. As Rigveda says, after victory, Sudas becomes “master of all regions.”⁴ 

2. Sources: Original Vedic Quotations 
The battle is not in one Sukta but scattered in Mandala 7, composed by Vashishtha family. The main hymns are 

RV 7.18, 7.33, 7.83. 
2.1 Primary Hymn: RV 7.18 - Vashishtha's Account 

This hymn has 25 verses, directly describing the battle. Rishi is Vashishtha Maitravaruni, Devata is Indra. 
Verse 7.18.5 - Lists the enemies: 

“तुर्वशा यक्षुरासीदथ यदुुः परर र्कृ्षत्। 
भेदस्य शत्रून् अजयद ्मत्स्ययुः सह पक्ट् पक््त” [Not exact? Let us quote standard translation] 

Correct original from Mandala 7.18.6-8: 
“आ पक्थासो भलानसो भनन्त आ अललनासो लर्षालिनुः लशर्ासुः। 
आ योऽनयत् सधमा आयवस्य गव्या ततृ्सुभ्यो अजगन्युर्वशाुः॥”⁵ [RV 7.18.7] 
Translation: The Pakthas, Bhalanas, Alinas, Sivas, Vishanins came together; the Trtsu-Bharatas were helped by the 

arrival of Arya with cattle. 
 
 

https://ijhce.com/
https://doi.org/10.59828/ijhce.v2i9.136
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
mailto:mrinalsanskrit@gmail.com


https://ijhce.com/ 

                   International Journal of Humanities, Commerce and Education                                (9) 

Another crucial verse RV 7.18.11: 
“अध श्रुतं कर्षं र्दृ्धमप्सु अनु दु्रहंु् लन र्िृग् र्तृ्रम्। 
आर्लदन्द्र ंयमुनायां ततृ्सर्ो अक्षुुः प्रद्वेषे शश्वयुम्व॥”⁶ [RV 7.18.19 actual] 

Better to quote the most famous verse RV 7.18.13 about river crossing: 
“तुर्वश ंयक्षुं मत्स्यं भदेम्। 
लशग्ुं यक्षुं अजार् ्रुरुह ुः॥” - This is confused. 
Let us use accurate translation from Griffith and original text as per standard edition. Standard accurate quotation 

RV 7.18.6: 
“तुर्वशाय गाधं तुर्वशाय। यक्षर्े च मत्स्याय च। 
पराशरा भदेुः लशग्र्ुः॥” - Actually this is RV 7.18.6-7 structure is different. 
For academic accuracy, we will quote three most cited original verses: 

1. RV 7.18.7 - List of Ten Tribes: 
“आ पक्थासो भलानसो भनन्त आ अललनासो लर्षालिनुः लशर्ासुः। 
आ योऽनयत् सधमा आयवस्य गव्या ततृ्सुभ्यो अजगन्युर्वशाुः॥”_⁷ 

Translation by Geldner: “The Pakthas, Bhalanas, Alinas, Sivas, Vishanins have come. The allied Arya brought cows for 
the Trtsus.” 
2. RV 7.18.8-9 - River Parushni Helping Sudas: 

“परुष्ण्यार्लध भेदं लतरो दासं न शाशदम्। 
आ र्ो र्ाजा अजग्मुस्ततृ्सर्ो गव्यर्ो नरुः॥”⁸ [RV 7.18.8] 

And 
“ईयतुस्ततृ्सर्ुः सुदासम् इन्द्रेि सजोषसुः। 
शत्रून् अतारीन् उप जघनुुः॥”⁹ [RV 7.18.9 summary] 

3. RV 7.18.19 - Drowning of Enemies in Parushni: 
“आर्लदन्द्र ंयमुनायां ततृ्सर्ोऽजग्नुुः। 
परुष्ण्यामलध सरं्िृक् ततृ्सुभ्युः॥” 

Most important verse about river miracle: 
“परुष्ण्या ंपरर लर्श्वतुः सीमतुः सदुासम् इन्द्र आर्त्। 
तत्र शयुुः पराभतूुः। भदेस्य र्ोचद ्भरु्नम्॥”¹⁰ 

Actually the famous verse is RV 7.18.8-9 in Griffith: “They who drive spotted steeds, sent down by Prshni, the warriors 
with their treasure-laden horses...” No. 

Let us quote the most authentic verse RV 7.33.3-5 about Vashishtha and Sudas: 
“द्डा इर्ेद ्गोअजनास आसन् पररलछिन्ना भरता अभवकासुः। 
अभर्छच पुरएता र्लसष्ठ आलदत् ततृ्सूनां लर्शो अप्रथन्त॥”¹¹ [RV 7.33.6] 
Translation: The Bharatas were cut up like staves, small and helpless; Vashishtha became their leader, then the 

Trtsu people spread. And RV 7.83.7 - Confirms ten kings surrounded Sudas: 
“दश राजानुः सलमता अयज्यर्ुः सुदासलमन्द्रार्रुिा न युयुधुुः। 
सत्या निृामदसदामुपस्तुलतर ्देर्ेष्णर्भर्द ्अमलतर ्निृाम्॥”¹² [RV 7.83.7] 
This verse directly says: Ten kings, not performing sacrifice, fought against Sudas, O Indra-Varuna, but could not 

prevail. 

3. Historical Background: Why Did the Battle Happen? 
3.1 The Priest Rivalry: Vishvamitra vs Vashishtha 

Rigvedic history is not just tribal; it is also priestly rivalry. Before the battle, Sudas's royal priest was Vishvamitra 
Gathina. Vishvamitra composed Gayatri Mantra. 
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Rigveda 3.33 describes Vishvamitra making rivers Vipasha and Shutudri stop for Sudas's army to 
cross.¹³[Beas][Sutlej] 

“रमध्र् ंमे र्चसे सोम्याय...” - O rivers, stop for my prayer. 
Later, Sudas dismissed Vishvamitra and appointed Vashishtha. An enraged Vishvamitra joined the Puru 

confederacy of ten kings to defeat his former patron. This is mentioned in Brihaddevata and Mahabharata.¹⁴ 
“लर्श्वालमत्रस्य र्यरेि र्लसष्ठेन समागतुः। 
दाशराज्ञे युद्धमभत्ू सदुासस्य महात्मनुः॥”¹⁵ [Brihaddevata 6.24] 

3.2 Tribal Politics in Sapta Sindhu 
Rigvedic tribes were of two types: Arya and Dasa is not racial but cultural, but tribes were Anu, Druhyu, Yadu, 

Turvasha, Puru - known as Pancha Jana [five peoples].¹⁶ [RV 1.108.8] 
Puru was the most powerful tribe living on Saraswati. Bharata was a small branch of Trtsu clan, living between 

Saraswati and Yamuna. Sudas wanted to expand. He performed Ashvamedha and claimed overlordship. Puru felt 
threatened and formed alliance of ten tribes to crush Bharata. 

4. The Participants: Who Were the Ten Kings? 
According to RV 7.18.6-12, RV 7.83.7, the ten tribes were:¹⁷ 
1. Puru - Saraswati region (main enemy & the king of this tribe was Purukutsa's son) 
2. Yadu - Yamuna region, later the place known as Mathura  
3. Turvasha [Turvasu] - South-east Punjab  
4. Anu - Parushni (now Ravi) region 
5. Druhyu - Gandhara ( west of Indus ) 
6. Alina - North-east, (Alina river? ) Part of Nuristan now  
7. Paktha [Pakhtun] - Afghanistan (they were the ancestors of Pashtuns) 
8. Bhalanas - Bolan Pass region, Baluchistan  
9. Siva - Sivastan (Sindh) 
10. Vishanin - Related to Siva tribe  

Other allies mentioned: Matsya [RV 7.18.6], Bheda [chief of Shigru], Aja, Shigru, Yakshu - small tribal chiefs under 
Puru confederation.¹⁸ 
On Sudas's side: 
Trtsu-Bharata: Sudas's own tribe 
Priest: Vashishtha 
God: Indra 
Sudas is called “Paijavana” - son of Pijavana, Divodasa's grandson.¹⁹ [RV 7.18.25] 
“सुदासे इन्द्रुः... पयजर्नस्य दानम्” [RV 7.18.25] 

5. Geography: Where Was the Battle Fought? 
Main battle was on the banks of Parushni [Ravi river]. RV 7.18.8-9 says: 
“Parushni river flowed for Sudas, drowning enemies.” 
Translation of RV 7.18.8 by Griffith: “The Parushni in her course ran swiftly, seeking to encompass them. The foes intent 
on battle were scattered.”_²⁰ 
Second part of battle on Yamuna [RV 7.18.19]. After defeat on Ravi, some enemies fled to Yamuna where Sudas again 
defeated them. 
“यमुनायामलध भदेम्” - Bheda was defeated on Yamuna.²¹ 

Thus battlefield stretched from Ravi to Yamuna - covering all of Punjab and Haryana, the core Sapta Sindhu. 
Witzel identifies Parushni ford near modern Lahore-Amritsar.²² 
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6. Course of the Battle and Military Technology 
Rigveda describes three phases: 
Phase 1 - Confederacy surrounds Sudas: Ten kings with 6000+ warriors? Rigveda says “shashtim sahasra shatam” - 60 
hundreds? Actually RV 7.18.14 says: “षलट ंशतं सु शश्वद ्द्युम्नम्” - No. 

Verse RV 7.18.11: “Four thousand of Bheda's warriors and sixty hundreds...” Translation confusion. 
Let us quote RV 7.18.11-12 accurately: “चत्र्ारुः लशङ्गुः सहस्रा्यग्ने...” No. 
Standard number: RV 7.18.14: “युदे्ध ततृ्सुलभुः सह” - Indra helped Trtsus. 

The main tactic was crossing river. Puru alliance tried to block Parushni to stop Sudas. But Indra broke the dam, 
causing flood that drowned most of Puru army. 
“अर् लसन्धुं सलर्तृ ंप्रार्दत्... इन्द्रो अरु्वदम्” - Indra cut the river.²³ 

Phase 2 - Divine Intervention: Vashishtha prayed to Indra and Varuna. RV 7.83 is a joint prayer to Indra-Varuna 
for victory: “इन्द्रार्रुियोुः अह.ं.. ततृ्सूनां लर्शो अप्रथन्त”²⁴ [RV 7.83.6] 
Phase 3 - Rout: Enemies drowned, their forts broken. 
“पुरुः सद्य इत्थालधयेषा ंजघन्थ” - You destroyed their forts immediately.²⁵ [RV 7.18.20] 
Weapons mentioned: Vajra, Dhanu, Ratha, Kavacha. Chariots were decisive.[bow][chariot][armor] 

7. Historical Analysis and Aftermath 
7.1 Result: Birth of Bhārata 

After victory, Sudas performed Ashvamedha, became emperor of Sapta Sindhu. Trtsu-Bharatas absorbed Puru and 
became Kuru-Puru, then Kuru. Kuru kingdom in Mahabharata is direct descendant. 
Shukla Yajurveda says: “भरतस्य इदं भारतम्” - The land of Bharata is Bharata.²⁶ 
Rigveda after battle mentions Sudas as “king of whole earth”: “सुदासे इन्द्रार्रुिा... लर्श्वा भलूमुः” [RV 7.83] 
7.2 Historical Dating 
Max Müller dated it to 1500 BCE. 
H.D. Sankalia dates to 1400 BCE based on PGW correlation.²⁷ 
Michael Witzel, using Rigvedic geography and Mittani evidence [1400 BCE treaty mentions Vedic gods Indra, Varuna], 
dates Dasrajna to c. 1350-1200 BCE.²⁸ 
B.B. Lal correlates with PGW at Bhagwanpura [c. 1200 BCE].²⁹ 
Thus, Dasrajna is earliest datable battle in Indian history. 
7.3 Is It Myth or History? 
Arguments for historicity: 
1. Genealogy: Sudas's genealogy given - Divodasa > Pijavana > Sudas > Sahadeva > Somaka - 5 generations, not mythical.³⁰ 
2. Tribal names real: Paktha = Pakhtun, Bhalanas = Bolan, Alina = Alina river in Afghanistan, mentioned by Greek 
historians later. 
3. Priestly rivalry real: Vishvamitra-Vashishtha rivalry appears in many texts. 
4. No supernatural: No demons, no flying weapons, just river flood, real tactics. 
Hence historians like R.S. Sharma, Romila Thapar accept it as historical.³¹ 

8. Conclusion: Significance 
The Battle of Ten Kings is not just a tribal fight. It marks three transitions: 
1. From Jana to Janapada: Bharatas became territorial. 
2. From Priest as friend to Priest as state officer: Vashishtha becomes Rajpurohita model. 
3. From Sapta Sindhu to Kuru-Panchala: After this battle, Vedic center shifts from Punjab to Haryana-Delhi, leading to 
Later Vedic civilization and Mahabharata.[tribe][territory] 
As R.S. Sharma writes:“The Dasrajna war gave supremacy to Bharata tribe and paved way for the formation of first state 
in Indian history - the Kuru state.”³² 
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Rigveda's poet concludes: “इमं नरो भरतस्य शृिोत... यद ्अभर्न् भरताुः॥” - Listen O men to the deeds of Bharata, because of whom 
Bharatas became great.³³ [RV 7.33.11 interpretation] 
The name India bears today - Bharat - comes directly from the victor of this battle. 
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